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orexATIONS 


BRITISH 


x \ | AND THE 


ALLIED ARMS, We. ; 


* Nv N the Ge firſt taking 
the Field I refolv'd to pre- 
WAS ſerve, in the Nature of a 
BS Journal, the moſt remark- 
able Occurrencies that might 
•:n fall within my View or 

DEG Knowledge, without any 

n End than my own Amuſement and Sa- 
tisfaction. But on comparing my Collec- 
tions with the Relations with which the Pre- 
judiced and the Ignorant᷑ have deceived the 
World, I judged, imperfect as they are, 
they would not be an improper Preſent to 
my Countrymen, whoſe Curioſity muſt lead 
A 2 them 


a to r 2 4 ſo many | Millions ; 
have been waſted on the nar og : 
whoſe Candour will at leaſt forgive that At- - 
tempt which has nothing 1 in view but their 
Information. 
As the Troubles enſuing the Death of the 
late Emperour, the Part that England, on 
the Revolution in its Adminiſtration, took 
in theſe Troubles, the Nomination of the E. b 
S. -r to the Command of the Army, and 
Bis Embaſſy in Holland, are Tranſactions ſo 
notorious that to touch on them were equall 
needleſs and preſumptuous, I ſhall begin w ah 
the Operations of the Army ſubſequent to. 
them. 
On the March of Mailebois's Army in 1742 
from Weſtphalia to the Relief of Prague, 


St formed a Scheme for a powerful e 
effectual Diverſion in the Netherlands, 
once to ſerve Britain by taking Dunbirk: 
and the Queen of Hungary by drawing away. 
the Troops that were preying on the Vitals 
of her Country to defend the Barrier of their 
own. And as 1 of Troops in that 


Country was at that Time inconſiderable, 
and the Garriſons but ill provided and weak, 
it was far from being improbable that not 
the Barrier only was in Danger. 
In Conſequenceof this Scheme the Heſſians 
and Hanqveriams in the Pay of Great Britain, 


marched from Hanbver to Brabant. But as 


no Addreſs however adapted, no Memorials 
| however 


6 
however ſtrongly penn' d, of the Embaſſador, 
not even the perſonal Application of the Mi- 
niſter of England himſelf, cou'd prevail on 
the Dutch to join their Troops, it was 
thought proper to lay aſide that Enterprize, 
and to end the Vear with doing nothing; al- 
tho' it might have been effectuated by the Ar- 
my then ready to act, conſiſting of 50,000 
Britiſh, Auſtrians, Heſfians and Hanoverians. 
As a Deſire to go hand in hand with the 
"Dutch prevented Operations that Seaſon, 
Complaifance for the ſame prevented kindling 
the War on their Frontiers the next, and 
occaſioned the March of the Troops about 
Chriſtmaſs from Flanders to the Neighbour- 
hood of Aix-la Chapelle; Sometime after 
which their High Mightinefles graciouſly 
condeſcended to change that Subſidy of Mo- 
ney to the Queen into a Supply of Troops. 
| 8 March, 1743, the Elector of Mentz 
died, and as a Voice in the Electoral College, 
and the Acquiſition of a powerful Prince 
muſt be . reat Conſequence to either of the 
Parties at \ Time contending about the 
Fate of Germany, $---r thought proper to 
proſecute his March ' farther into the Empire 
that the free Voice of the Chapter might not 
be influenc'd by the Aſſembly of Noailles's, 
Army at Landau, and that he might effectu- 


ally oppoſe the other Deſigns of that General, 


ES Queenof Hungary from the Ruin 
threatned her. * the — of his —_— 
t 


1 6 ) 
thatof Broglio. At this Time we yy to ſuſ- 
pect the enterprizing Genius of our General 
agreed but ill with the Schemes of our Mi- 
niſter, who perhaps thinking to accompliſh 
his End by threatning Appearances only, and 
not by Action (the Stale Spithead Artifice of 
his Predeceſſor carried a little further) or 
waiting the Junction of his Phlegmatic Bro- 
thers of Holland, thwarted, at leaſt retarded 
his Lordſhip's Endeavours, delay d the 
March of the German Part of the Army, and 
ſtirred up for Obſervers of his Motions and 

Oppoſers of his Councils thoſe of his Generals 
that preferred their Intereſt to their Duty. 
This Miſunderſtanding broke out at laſt into 


the Reſignation of our noble Commander. 


However the March took effect, and L— 
r with the firſt Diviſion, conſiſting of the 
Grenadiers of the Army, croſſed the Rhine on f 
a Bridge of Boats at Nuwerd,. where he halt- 
ed till joined by the reſt of the Army. From 
thence it marched to the Place of Rendezvouz 
at Hoechſt upon the Main near Franckfort, 
Where it joined the Body of Auſtrians under 
Marſhals 4——-g and N——g. 

The flow March of the Hanoverians and 
Heſfians, the laſt of which did not come up 
till after the Affair of Dettingen, which hap- 
pened in June, greatly obſtructed the intend- 
ed Operations, prevented the March into the 
Pais de Darmſtadt, the hindering the French 
Deut under Segur from joining, Brog- 

lio, 


FF 


bo, and keeping their chief Army behind the 
Rhine and the Neckar, and deprived us of 
the Forage of. that Country, the Loſs of 
which was ſoon afterwards ſeverely felt by the 
Troops, and dearly paid for' by the Nation. 
While $---7 was thus oblig'd to be unactive 
at | Hoechſt, Noailles croſs'd the Rhine at 
Rhine Turkheim, below Worms, and marched 
towards the Main with a View to ſeize a ri- 
ſing Ground on his ſide of that River that 
commanded Hoechft and our Army encamp- 
ed in its Neighbourhood, But tho' our Ge- 
neral was prevented from ſeeking the Enemy, 
he neglected nothing to give them a good 

Reception. On their Approach he croſſed 
the Main and drew up his Army at Kllerſ- 
bach, choſe ſuch a Situation, and made ſuch 
a Diſpoſition as equally manifeſted his Abili- 
ties, and ſecured his Forces. They remain- 
ed in the Field from three in the Morning 
till three in the Afternoon, and as the French, 

inſtead of advancing, were entrenching in 
their Camp at Gerau, they were drawn into 

Camp, and, by an Expreſs from Hanover, 
ordered to re-croſs the Main. 
Let me obſerve that S---r was oppoſed i in 
this Undertaking by all the foreign Generals, 
and ſome of our own, who perhaps.thou ght 
it too great a Riſque to venture ſo anal an 
Army to that of the French, which Report 
had 1 5 magnified to 100,000 Men, or 
were defirous to defer Forney to Action We 
tne 


(8) 


er Vindication, but this, that the 


French declined the Attack, and ſerves to af- 
Ford a- remarkable Inftance of his ſuperior : 


Judgment, and well-grounded Intelligence 
(ſmall as his Contingencies were) of the laſt, 


the Arrival of his M——y, which was then 
E N expected. But his Conduct needs 


as he knew the French, not ſo ſtrong as re- 


ported, were in Expectation of a Reinforce- 
as he cou'd by a proper Diſpoſition deprive 


The D. of Arenberg $ Behaviour, on this 


and Recommendation of S---7, now uſed 


the ſinking Credit of his Benefactor as a 
Step to riſe into his Mafter's Favour. This 
View diſſolved all former Obligations, broke 


that Bond that ſhou'd fo particularly unite 
manifeſted itſelf publickly by his Refuſal at 


firſt to join his Aufrians to the Britiſo, 
who 1 were then drawn up in order of Battle 


in Expectation of the French, and by not 
complying till thefe had been actually ſeven 


_ Hours on the Field. 


The World will not eaſily be induced to 


believe that a Britiſd Army, who marched | 


into the Empire to vindicate the Cauſe of a 
| f Princelazy 
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ment of their beſt Troops; and of the firft, 


the Enemy of the Advantage 91 their Num- 
bers. 


Occaſion, merits ſome Obſervation. He 


who owed his Reputation at Court and 
Command in the Army to the Countenance 


the Generals of an allied Army, and now 
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(9) 
Pririceſs, in which we had no immediate 
Concern, ſhou'd; in an Enterprize toaſſert that 
Cauſe, be refuſed to be joined by the Troops 
of that Princeſs. ' But the Fact is as notori- 
ous as it was inſolent, and was a fatal Pre- 
ſage of what the Army was to ſuffer from 
the Continuation of that Perſon another 
Campaign in the Joint Command. 4 
Forrage beginning to grow ſcarce, and none 
to be expected from the Country behind, 
thro which the Army had paſs'd, it was 


thought neceſſary to advance higher up on 


the Main, and to ſecure the Navigation of 
that River by. Poſts which commanded it, as 
well as to diſtreſs the French, who in the fame 
Circumſtances were meditating the ſame De- 
ſign. For this Purpoſe a ſtrong Detachment 
under G. C marched to ſeize Aſchaffen- 
Burg, who after a painful March ſucceeded, 
and was followed cloſely by the whole Army. 
The Morning after its Arrival Ld. S. croſ- 
ſed the Main on the Stone Bridge at this Place 
to reconnoitre the Country, and fell in with 
the Head of the French Army, which kill'd one 
or two of the Detachment eſcorting him, 


and ſoon afterwards their whole Army ap- 


r and drew up in Order of Battle. 

S, whoſe Handful of Britiſpand Hano- 
verian might perhaps have found it difficult 
to oppoſe their Paſſage of the River. had 


they Rd it in ſeveral Places, wrote to 


the D. of -g in Terms to this Purpoſe. 
rn bat as the I of = Miſtreſs was in Queſ- 


ti on, 


— 


| "TO 10 
tion, be defired to knowif he would advance with 
" bis Troops. He, who had thown his Diſlike 
to the Meaſure (becauſe undertaken againſt 
his Opinion, by refuſing to ſupport it and 
ſtaying two Marches behind, ) inſolently re- 
turn'd for Anſwer, That if his L—p had 
brought himſelf into a Scrape, it was his Bu- | 
Jeſs to get out of it as well as he cou'd, Per» 
| haps it was this Behaviour to the Britiſh 
General (worthy and venerable in himſelf, 
but ſill more ſo as he repreſented his Coun- 
try) that ſealed the Friendſhip: of Ag and 
our G- - Miniſter, that procured him the 
National Preſent of. 40,0001. as unprece- 
dented as it was undeſerved, and to ſum up all, 
that tied up the Commander of the ſubſe- 
quent Campaign, to act but ann to ** 
Approbation. 1 4 | 
As the French had moved up colin our 
March to Aſchaffenburg was . of no 
Effect without proſecuting the ſame Plan by 
ſeizing Poſts Fi ill higher, and particularly 
 Worthum, which has the ſingular Advantage 
| - of commanding a navigable River that falls a 
| little above into the Wain, and cou'd have 
ſupplied the Army from the Heart of Fran- 
coma. But this the ſtrong Oppoſition of ma- 
ny Generals (inſtructed in the peaceable In- 
tent of our Miniſter) grounded on the Fa- 
tigue of the Troops, and the Expectation of 
his M----y, but chiefly the Want of the 
Auſtrians, prevented his Z. 5 from execu- 
| ring upon the fir: Day of bi Arrival at A 
cChaffenburg 


OT — . 
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- 
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6219 
chaffenbirg and the laſt of his Power, For 
the next Day his M came, from which 
Moment his EL -—p's Authority and his 
Schemes fell together. For tho' his tried 
Abilities and Honeſty, his Sufferings in the 
Cauſe of Liberty and the Houſe of H—— # 
might well have entitled him to ſome Share of 
his M y's Confidence and Affection, yet 


it ſoon became viſible to the loweſt in the 


Army that he had no Pretenſions to either. 
Let thoſe of his own Profeſſion bluſh, (for 
ſuch there were) who meanly endeavoured, 


by Falſities and Miſrepreſentations, to under- 


mine him, in the Favour of a Gracious Maſ- 
ter, who, honeſt himſelf, ſuſpects no Re- 


| preſentations of thoſe our him to be incon- 


fiſtent with Honeſty, And let that Stateſ- 
man learn Shame, who baſely ſupplanted 
one, whoſe Schemes, as they differed from 
his, had qe in View but the Intereſt - 
of- Britain, x ſpeedy End to a War, 
which, p er wu big Vigour at the then cril 
tical — muſt have had a happy Event, 
and which protracted muſt drain our exhauſt 


ed Treaſures, give France Leiſure to breathe, 


and practiſe thoſe Arts, by which She never 
1 to prevail over us. 1 

The firſt Attention of his Ny Was 
to reſtore Plenty to the Army. The Troops 
on their Arrival, from a long and expeditious 
March, finding no Proviſions, plundered the 
Country fer Subſiſtance; what they began thro? | 


Neceſſity they continued through Wanton- 


8 ; B.2 neſs, 


C01 


neſs, ruinning the Neighbouring Villages, 


and terrifying the diſtant ; they deprived the 
Markets of the Advantages of all, and ne- 


ceſlarily occaſioned a general Want. If it 


be aſked why the Magazines of the Army 
were deficient, I leave the Anſwer to thoſe 
who can beſt account for the Want of Wag- 
gons to tranſport the Proviſions at Hoechſt at- 
ter the Army. This Want oblig'd the Pur- 
veyors (for at that Time the Contracts of 
Bread and Waggons were in different Hands) 
to uſe Boats, which wanting Horſes to draw 


them againſt the Stream, had proceeded no 


farther than Franckfort on Monday Noon, 


tho' the Army had reach'd Aſchaffenburg. by 


Sunday. If ever Abuſe merited Enquiry 
this certainly does, that it may be known 


why of ſome Hundreds of Waggons provided, 


and dearly paid for by the Nation, not one 


was to be found in a Caſe of this Emergency; 
that it may be known why the C- 
8 
not to take care that all Contracts were ſttict- 


11 


| was ſo deficient in his Duty, as 


ly complied with; that it may be known 


if the cloſe Correſpondence between that 
C yand that Contracter (who is now 


more — concerned) does not ſavour ſo 


much of an undue Connection as is inconſiſt- 
ent with tlie Nature and Deſign of his Office 
and the good of the Service: But leaving the 


Cauſe to the Examination of thoſe Who can 


puniſh as well as remark, the Effect was 
08 the Army ſuffered 1 * 
| Sg + | 8 


{ 


Y 
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(rg) 
the Diſpoſitions of the French contributed 


not a little, who having a more numerous 
Army, and only the String, while we had 
the Bow of the River, ſtretched both a- 
bove and below us, and maſtered the Na- 
vigation of the Main. The Poſt of Nor- 
heim, which they had not neglected to oc- 
cupy, cut off our Communication from a- 
bove, and Parties of their Huſſars paſſing 
about Dettingen firſt diſturbed, and after- 
wards entirely cut off our Correſpondence 
with Hanau and Francfort below. 

In this Situation a Retreat was reſolved 
on, as well, . becauſe it was almoſt the only 
Expedient left, as becauſe it brought us back 
to the miniſterial Plan of waſting, in the 
Neighbourhood of Hanau, the Summer in 
ſhameful Inactivity, and of enriching the 
Prince of that Country with the Ducats of 
an Army of Obſer vation. 
NMoailles, who forefaw this Motion as the 


Effe& of N _—_ laid his Meaſures for diſ- 
appointing it, an 


under Cover of his Par- 
ties, which cut off our Intelligence, laid ſe- 
veral Bridges over the River at Setinjnſtade. 
The Eve of our March (I 5th of June) 


the Tents were ordered to be ſtruck at 


eight at Night, and no Noiſe, nor Fires 
to be kept in Camp; and at Day- break, 
next Morning, the Britiſbd, who were on 
the Left next Ajchaffenburg, marched paſt 
the Hanouerians, who replaced them. Whe- 


ther this unneceſſary Motion was only to 


reſtore 


(24). 


** us to our Poſt on the Right; ot: 
whether (as was mentioned in the London 
Gazette ) it was to have the Hancueriam 
(with whom his M----y' choſe to march) 
there, where only 8 Honour were 
to be expected from wa French from A 
cbalfenburg in the Rear: But whatever, 
the Cauſe, this was the Conſequence D 
That the French who had poſſeſſed 4 
chaffentwurg at ſeven in the Morning, and in- 
tended from thence to attack our 

thought our Counter- march — Conſe 
quence of that Deſign's being diſcovered, 
and remained unactive in the TW]. 
Wie continued to march till Five in the 
| irn when order was given to halt, 
which we did for four Hates, in a Plain 
fronting the Main, with the Village of Det- 
Lingen about half a League on = Right 
Flank, and for which we. cou'd: aſſign na 
Reaſon but to give time to his My to 
review. the Ht——— . While thus halted 
we ſaw the French Army file down tlie other 
ſide of the Main, ignorant of their Deſign till 
informed by eee ee Gar, i who 
commanded a Party in the Village of Dettin- 
gen, that they had paſs d, were formed and 
marching; up to us to the Number of 30,000, 
and till ſaluted by: ſeveral: of their Batteries, 
which began to play as ſoon as their Rear 


was paſt; we were not long in Suſpenſe, for 


ey advanced and made ſuch a Diſpoſition 
as ſhowed Noailles to be n his Profeſ- 
e ſion. 


(as) 


don. It had Dertingen on the Right, a Ri- 


vulet and Moraſs in che Centre, and a Wood 
on the left; But whether truſting to ſuperi- 
or Numbers, or undervaluing Troops, which, 
as they had never ſeen Action, they took to be 
raw and undiſciplin'd, or whether expecting 
to find them unformed, they forſook their 
advantageous Situation, croſs d the Plain to 
meet us, by the Orders, as it was ſaid, of the 
Duke de Gramont, perhaps to fave Noailles's 
Reputation. They found their Difappoint- 
ment to their A for the Shortneſs of 
Time ſerved but to furniſh an Inſtance ' of 

—'s Abilities, in forming his Troops for a 
proper Reception of the Enemy, not ne- 
glecting to poſſeſs the Wood on our Right 
which the French had ſupinely overlooked. 
Both Armies began to fire at a great Di- 
ſtance, a Proof that neither had ſeen much, 
and tho* on our Part particularly, firing ne- 
ver ceaſed, yet like a Fu de For, it was nei- 
ther directed by Officers, nor regulated in 
 Phlatoons, except among ſome few Auſtrians, 

From the firſt their Infantry began to give 
way, and at laſt; upon the Repulſe of their 
Cavalry, fled in good Earneſt. Their Ca- 
yalry gained ſome Reputation by their Sue- 
ceſs over ours, not owing to a Superior Va- 
lour in them, but a ſupine Negligence at 
leaſt in our Generals (of whom only C——# 
was to be found in the hotteſt of the Action 
on the Left.) For the French cafily foreſee- 


£ 


| ( 16 ) 1 
ing chat without Addreſs and proper Ma- 
næuire their Cavalry cou'd never reſiſt the 
Weight of ours, joined them all in one Bo- 
dy, with at leaſt a double Depth, while no 
Care was taken on our Part to oppoſe this 
Diſpoſition by making the like, but our Ca- 
valry was ſuffer d to remain drawn up in ſin- 
gle Squadrons, by which Means they were 
defeated Squadron after Squadron, and would 
have met a Diſaſter equal to their Diſgrace, 
if a vigorous Fire from the Infantry had not 
obliged their Purſuers to retire. Fluſhed 
with their Succeſs, the Muſquetairs attacked 
a Britiſb Brigade, but met with a Fate their 
Temerity deſerved, in attacking Foot, while 
unbroken, and left behind them the Priſo- 
ners and Standards of the Day. While this 
happened in the Centre, two Field Pieces of 
the Han — , from the Wood on the 


Right, firing with Cartouches, at the Rate 


of ten times in a Minute, did incredible Ex- 
ecution, and contributed not a little to the 
general Confuſion and Retreat of tho! 2 
5 92 fit 

L—d ” 59 who knew how to 2 
cute an Advantage, as well as to obtain it, 
would have purſued the retiring Ry 
with the Horſe, but Neiperg alledging w 

had better be contented with a Litile, chan 
hazard All, by aiming at more; inſinuati 

that the French had certainly made Diſpo- 
ſitions to cover their Retreat, by Entrench- 


ments and Batteries in the Village of Det- 
| ingen, 


(77) 

Ae and that we had already performed 
our Parts in eſcaping the Danger, prevail'd 
on his M — y to ſtop S—'s Deſign, and 
to encamp on the Field of Battle. From 
the Fact thus ſtated, every one may draw his 
Reflexions, and aſcribe this Advice of Mr. 
NMeiperg, either to want of Ability, or want 
of Honeſty ; for tho' Meaſures, ever fo pru- 
dent, had been taken to ſecure their Retreat, 
nothing can excuſe the neglecting to make 
at leafl the Appearance of a Purſuit in order to 


increaſe the Terror and Confuſion that is the 


conſtant Attendant on a vanquiſhed Army ; 
and in this Caſe, that Neglect was particularly 
inexcuſable, as there was a River to paſs, 
into which many muſt have been puſhed, 
and into which, even unpurſued as they 
„ many threw themſelves and pe- 
riſhed. | 
The Advantages of the Battle thus; in a 
manner, ſhamefully rejected, & r, whoſe 
Zeal for the public Good, no diſregard for 
his Counſels or Perſon could flacken, e'er 
he forſook the Field, ſent an Aid du Camp 
to know his M 's Pleaſure, and receive 
his Orders about his unhappy brave Coun- 
trymen, wounded and dead on the Field. 
H , General of the Day, returned for 
Anſwer, from the K--g, that proper Care 
ſhould be taken of both : He himſelf, un- 
doubtedly, charged with its Execution ; yet, 
next Morning, the Army marched without 


| ws leaſt Care thought of for either; left 
C our 


and was actually, at the Commencement of 


(18 ) 


our dying Countrymen to the Humanity of 


the French, and to them a fair Pretence of 
diſputing the Honour of the Day. This I 
mention the rather; as it affects one whoſe Spa- 
mſh Education, had brought his naturally 
ſour Diſpoſition, to every Degree of Rigour 
in Points of Diſcipline, with regard to o- 
thers, and who was yet fo notoriouſly defi- 
cient bimſelf, in a Point which every Gene- 
ral, in every Age, however deſpicable his 
Capacity, or minute his Command, has al- 
ys made his firſt Care immediately conſe- 
he to a Battle, whether its Event was 
quen or Fortunate. This Day fell General 


C—-2, as lamented as he was deſervedly 


beloved, and the Duke of C——4, who 
bravely fleſht his Maiden Sword, and gave 
many Proofs of that Courage and Judgment 
which will one Day greatly ſerve his Coun- 
try, was wounded in the Leg. | 
I muſt not forget the careful and Neude 
Meaſures taken by General I. — n, for preſerv- 
ing the Rear-Guard committed to his Or- 
ders, and conſiſting of the Brigade of Briti/h 


Foot Guards, thoſe of Lunenburgh, and ſome 
Squadrons of Horſe in Proportion. He, in- 


ſtead of remaining where he might anſwer 
the Purpoſe of his Command, or, if that 
was no more neceſſary, of joining the Line 
with ſo ſtrong a Reinforcement of the beſt 
Infantry, as ſoon as the Batteries began to fire, 
moved to the Right among Hills and Woods; 


the 
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the Battle, upon a Hill on the Right Flank 
of the Army, although from thence he could 
diſcern the Army engaged with the French, 
altho* there he could be of no earthly Ser- 
vice; yet no Entreaties of the Duke - of 
M—— þ, no Prayers of the Officers, 
nor Alacrity and loud Demands of the Sol- 


diers of his brave Brigade could prevail on 


him to quit his ſecure Situation, to deſcend 
and ſhare in the Honour of the Day. But be- 
cauſe the Honour could not be ſeperated from 
the Danger, he neglected that Opportunity of 
attacking the Enemy in Flank, and of aſſuring, 
without Doubt, a then uncertain Victory. 
Let me mention the Command given to this 
Man as one Inſtance, among many, of a 
Partiality, and which I would not have touched 
on at all, if the Heart-burnings it raiſed a- 
broad, and the Noiſe it made at home, had 
not been too remarkable to ſuffer it to paſs in 
Silence; but I ſhall no longer dwell on it, ſince 
Britons, for their own Sakes, ſhould throw a 
Veil over it, as its Remembrance can only tend 
to weaken our Affections for that Family with 
which our Happineſs, and the very Being of 
our Conſtitution, is ſo cloſely connected. 
Ihe Army marched next Day after the 
Engagement in Order of Battle, and en- 
camped between Hanau and Franci#fort, and 
ſome few Days afterwards the French came 
and encamped on the oppoſite Side of the 
River. | 
ns l e 
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One Opportunity of ruining the Enemy 
being thus Joſt, S-—-r propoſed to his 
Ma----y another, by ſeizing Hoechſt, and 
paſſing the Army there, to cut off their Re- 
treat to the Rhine, which he foreſaw muſt | 
ſoon happen, as Broglio was then flying be- 
fore Prince Charles. © This Propoſition his 
L p. puſhed a ſecond Time, by G----l 
* 7, but puſhed it in vain, for we 
were doom'd to waſte fix long Weeks in 
ſhameful Inaction, and to ſuffer the French 
to decamp before our Faces, and retire to 
the Rhine unmoleſted and unpurſued. That 
the latter part of the Seaſon might not be 
Tent to as little Purpoſe as the foregoing, and 
fine an Army not remain unemployed, S---r 
continued to propoſe other Schemes, as to 
propoſe entering France by the Mo el, or by 
embarking the Infantry, Artillery, and Bag- 
gage on the Rhine, to proceed with the ut- 
moſt Expedition to Flanders, where the E- 
nemy had no Army, and every Garriſon had 
been thinned to furniſh Troops for the De- 
ſence of Aſace. But this Propoſal met the 
Fate of all the former. It need not be aſked 
by whoſe Means, fince, at that Time, the 
E 5 Management of Affairs was in the 
Hands of a Miniſter, who diſdain'd even to 
conſult his Maſters, the Regency of G 
B-----n, Let me leave it to the World to 
wonder, (if the Progreſs of his Adminiſtra- 
tion has not taught them to wonder at no- 
| thing) why he who bawls ſo loud for vigo- 
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rous Meaſures at home, ſhould oppoſe them 
abroad ; why he, who to act in Contradic- 
tion to the pacific Schemes of his Predeceſ- 
ſor, was the Author of ſending an Army to 
the Continent, ſhould be the ſole Author of 
the Inactivity of that very Army. 

Inſtead of theſe Schemes, reaſonable in 
themſelves, and promiſing apparent Advan- 
tages in their Conſequences, another was re- 
ſolved on, from which nothing could be ex- 

ed. This was to follow the French in- 

to the Palatinate, as if they could be at- 
tacked with greater Facility behind Lines, 
which had been the Work of Ages, and 
were ſtrong by Nature and Art, than purſued 
when broken and in Confuſion. Proſecut- 
ing this Scheme the Army paſs'd the Rhine, 
on a Bridge of Boats at Biberich, below 
Ments, and marched to Worms, where Sr, 
in a Memorial to the K — g, begg'd Diſ- 

miſſion from the Name, ſince unattended 

with the Authority of a General, from a 
Command in which he could do his Coun- 
try no Service, as his Advices, ſeldom aſked, 
were never regarded, and himſelf veſted not 
with the Power of rewarding Merit, or gra- 
tifying a Friend with even an Enſign” s Com- 
miſſion. In Conſequence of this, he there 
left us to mourn the Loſs. of a Commander, 
whoſe good Qualities rendered him as amia- 
ble, as his great ones did valuable ; but too 
honeſt to live in ſuch Times, or ſerve un- 


der ſuch Miniſters. His Example was ſoonafcer 
followed 


and etitam 


from the Palatinate, ald are 


— 
followed by the Duke of M---þ----gh, who 
had not forgot his Diſappointment at Det- 
tingen, and whoſe humane and brave Virtues 
had gained the Hearts of the Soldiers, on- 
ly to make his Loſs the more fenfibly felt. 
During the Halt at Worms, Neipergb ne- 
ver cate to importune the K —þp, and to 
inſiſt at every Council of War, on attack- 
ing Nonilles behind the Lines of Germerſheim : 
But paſt Experience had, by this Time, con- 


vinced his Ma- that his Advices were 


no more to be followed; and, no Wonder, 
his Inſinuation had no Weight with the Af: 
ſembly of Generals, ſince no Reaſon can ac- 
count "Of his - propoſing that Attempt, but 
this, that he who faved the French, when 
broken and flying at Dettingen, continued 
to proſecute the ſame Principles, by endea- 
vouring to ruin the Allies in Ace. 
"Advice being brought in by Ment), that 
Noailles had quittes theſe Lines to move u 
higher in Mace, in order to ſupport Coigny, 
who was apprehenſive Prince Maris might 
ſucceed in his Deſign of paſfing the Rhine, 
we purſued our March from Worms to Spires, 
beyond the Sprirebach. Here 
the Dutch ſent to the Aſſiſtance of the Queen, 
fiſt rolled in Duty with the Grand Army, 
in a Detachment ſent to demoliſh the Lines 


. abovementioned. © Theſe Lines le between 


Germerſbeim and Landau, ſeperating Alſace 
Nature ſo 
"om ſtrong, that our Demolition, as it way 

called 
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called, could do them very little Damage. 
They have on the Right the Rhine, and a 
broad Fiſh Pond, 2 928 which two runs 
the narrow Road from Shires, defended by 
three Barricades before them; in the Centre 


| is a Valley overflow'd by the Ryeich, and 


behind an Eminence commanding the Coun- 
try towards Spires; on the Left is the ſtrong 
Town of Landau, and Trees cut down and 
thrown a-croſs for about two Leagues; add 
to. theſe the River Qyeich, and a Ditch which 
the French had dug, and we had filled up, 
and which they can open _ in forty- 
| eight Hours. 

This great Work performed, our Leaders 
began to think on what could be done far- 
ther, and to find out that an Army: without 
Cannon, as ours was, could do little in a 
Country which had Landau in Flank, and 
the Lines of Lauterburg and Strasburg in 
Front; and, conſequently, that the March 
thither was of no Effect, and the beſt Part 
of the Campaign loſt in doing nothing ; add 
to this the Approach of bad Weather and the 
Month of O&ober, rendered Thoughts of 
Winter Quarters neceſſary, and feveral Coun- 
cils of War were held on that Subject; in 
all which the Auſtrian Generals would have 
kept the Army during the Winter where it 
was. But a different Climate at ſuch a Diſ- 
tance from England, not being fo agreeable 
m ours, Orders were 8¹ ven to prepare for Fan- 


ders, 


. 
ders.” The K -g left us at Worms on our March 
| back, and the Army ſeperated at Miſebaden, 
and marched, in ſeveral Diviſions, by the 
following Route : From Wiſebaden to Na 
taten, Naſſau, Vallendar, Andernach, Bri- 
fab, Mekenheim, Fuſcherehen, Dueren, Eiſch- 
 ewviller, Aix la Chapelle, Maeſtrecht, Te ONgres, 
St. Tron, Tirlemont,) Louvain, to their re- 
reſpective Garriſons of Bru ruſe Ghent, and 
Bruges. Little more than half the Army came 
back to Flanders; the Reſt periſhed by Di- 
ſeaſes, occafioned by Intemperance, and the 
miſerable Treatment in the Hoſpitals _ 
Before I begin with the Campaign, 1744, 
it will be neceſſary to mention that, in the 
eding Winter, War was declared =: 
2 againſt England, which made ours a 
Principal inſtead of an Auxiliary Army, and 
that Mr. Ne was declared Field-Marſhal 
and Commander in Chief of the Britiſb 
Forces in Flanders (with a Power to fill up 
all Commiſſions, under Colonels) as A-—<g 
xvas of thoſe of the Queen in that Country. 
If, in the following, the Reader finds more 
minute and trifling Particulars than in the 
foregoing Pages, he muſt excuſe it ſince, 
during the whole Courſe of this Campaign, 
nothing great was performed, attempted, or 
deſigned; and all our Cares and Councils 


directed not how to employ, but how to 


maintain the Army. 


. he Generals 1 in Chief could not find "A | 
Art 


_— I 
Art to preſerve Unanimity till the Opening 
of the Campaign, even before they began 
do differ in Opinion, regardleſs of that Con- 
cert, and Cordiality which ſhould have been 
their chief Study to improve. Each propoſ- 
ing different Schemes, obſtructed the effec- 
tual Execution of any; and thro' the Whole 
of the Campaign, it was very perceptible 
that one never yielded to the Propoſals of 
the other, but with all the Air of Back- 
wardneſs and . Conſtraint, From an Army 
ſo headed, what could be expected but the 
Conſequences which followed, but the dif- 
.concerted Marches and ſhameful Sojournings 
that I was an unhappy Sharer in, and every 
brave Enghſhman muſt bluſh for. | 
As I mentioned different Schemes of our 
Leaders, it is but juſt I ſhould hint what 
they were, leaſt it ſhould be ſuſpected that 
no Scheme was thought on at all, That of 
Aremberg then, was to cover the Province 
of Hainault, by aſſembling the Army in the 
Neighbourhood of Mons, which the French 
affected to threaten with a Siege; and I have 
not Charity enough to think the Duke 
loſt View of his own Eftate, which lies on 
the Frontiers of that Province. Mr. J}/---e, 
on the other Hand, kept his Eye upon Flen- 
ders, and oppoſed drawing the Army out of 
that Country, which France had more Inte- 
reſt to attack, and Britain to defend. Not- 
withſtanding the Reaſons enforcing this Mea- 
| D e ſure, 
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| ſure, Aremberg carried his Point ſo 
_= * far that the Britiſb garriſoned in 
Gbent and Bruges, aſſembled at 
Anderlight, near Bruſſels, on the 1 i - 

ay, and joined the Hanoverians, w 
marched there from their ſeveral Winter 
Quarters. -.. 

May The French King, in the mean 
* time, with the Marſhals Noaz/les and 
Saxe, aſſembled an Army on the Plains of 
2 ein, and by that Means kept his Inten- 
tions undiſcovered, as he was equally ready 
to attack the Frontiers of Hainault and 
Flanders. He choſe the latter, and, happy 
for us, he had reſolved on Beſieging and not 
Fi ghting; for had he marched towards our 
ſmall Army, of little more than 30,000 
Men, with, at leaſt, treble our Number, he 
muſt have driven us to the Gates of Breda, 
while the Country behind. muſt have fallen 
to him of Courſe, 
18th, On the 18th a Courier, from the 
SgSovernor of Oudenarde, broug ht In- 
formation that the French had taken Poſleſ. 
ſion of Courtray; this threw us all into a 
great Conſternation, and raiſed Apprehen- 
ſions, not for the Frontiers. only, but even 
| the Heart of Flanders; and occaſioned a De- 
tachment of three Regiments of Dragoons, 
and fix Companies of Grenadiers, to be ſent 
off immediately under L-- t G-—--] 


Campbell, t to ſecure Ghent, which the * 
0 
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of Garriſon, and French Influence, gave Rea- 
ſon to fear was in great Danger. 

Next Day the whole Army fol- 
lowed, and encamped between Abbe 
and Als oft, the former being the Head Quar- 
ters, and was there joined there Days 2 
afterwards by four Battalions, ten 
Companies of Lena and ten Squadrons 
of Auſtrians, and by ſix Battalions and ſixteen 
* © oa of Dutch, in all about gooo Men, 
which we were told were all we muſt ex- 
pe, notwithſtanding Aremberg had under- 
taken, when in England, to bring 16000 of the 
Troops of his Miſtreſs's into the Field. The 
"Remainder of the 20000 Dutch, were em- 
' ployed in ſtrengthning the Garriſons of Mons, 
Aeth, Charleroi, and Menin. 

Here we were informed the French had 
far down before Menin, the befieging Army 
headed by the King and NMoailles, and the 
Covering by Count Saxe. | 

Count Saxe having attempted to 20 * 
ſurprize Oudenarde and ftill hovering 
near it; Baron Coyriere was detatched on the 
twenty-ninth with fix Companies of Grena- 
diers and the Regiments of Stirum and 
Ligne, all Auſtrians, to cover it till the Ar- 
rival of the Army, and two Days _Y 
afterwards General Sommerfeldt, with 
four Battalions and three Squadrons of Bri- 
ib, three Battalions and three Squadrons of 


 Hanoverians, two Squadrons of Dutch, two 
D 2 Pieces 


1900. 
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Pieces of Britiſh Cannon, of 6 lib. and "fix 
of Hanoverian of 3 lib. took the ſame Route 
and encamped on the Scheld by Ename. 

7 whe ff On the firſt of June the 
left the Camp of Aſcbe, the Au- 
ftrians and Dutch-marching by Ninove, the 
Britiſh and Hanoverians paſſing the Dender, 
the firſt at Mo, the latter at Ermbodeghem, 
encamped near Borſtbete where was the Head 
24. Quarters. Next Day the March was 
continued in one Column, and the 
Army occupied a Camp with its Right at 
Marie Lautem, its left at Yelfick, and the 
Head Quarters at the Cheateau of Berlegham. 
2 4 The firſt Care was to recall Sommer- 
feldt's Detachment to the Line, to 
kay Bridges over the Scheld at Gqvre, to 
make a Head to theſe Bridges and to poſt 
..a ſufficient Guard to defend it; while 
We were thus employed the French were 
buſied at the Siege of Menin, which ſurren- 
dered to them on the fourth, after three Days 
of open Trenches: An Occurrence. fo un- 
expected ſtruck us with Amazement, ſince 
no Reaſon could account for fo weak Reſi- 
ſtance of ſo ſtrong a Fortreſs, the Maſter- 
Piece of Vauban, the eateſt Engineer of 
theſe latter Ages. If the Smallnefs of Ga- 
riſon occaſioned its haſty Surrender, What 
"Excuſe can the Dutch alledge for providing ſo 
ill, a Town fo important as to be juſtly 
called the Key of ** unleſs they had 


con- 
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le it ſhould be taken; and indeed 
their ſending an Embaſſador extraordinary to 
the French King then commanding an Army 
battering their Barrier, had ſuch an Air of 
Security and T ameneſs as might well render 
a ſecret Underſtanding ſuſpectec. 

Altho' the Capitulation was ſigned on the 
Ath, yet I can aver that on the 7th we were 
in abſolute Uncertainty about the Fate of 
the Town, which was but an ill Preſage of 
the Conduct of Generals who could "Pals, 
not find the Art to procure Intelli- | 
gence of a Tranſaction at ſeven Leagues Di- 
ſtance in three Days Time, and particularly 
of Aremberg, a Native of the Country. 

On the ninth we were joined by 0 
the Additionals to the Cavalry, and * ' 
by the Members of Parliament from Eng- 
land, and remained on the ſame Ground till 
the twenty-ſecond, when it was thought pro- 
per to change the Situation and encamp along 
the Sche/d in one Line, whereof the Right, 
compoſed of what was before the firſt Line, 
lay between Yurfte and the Mill of Gavre; 
and the Left, compoſed of the ſecond Line, | 
from thence to Meylegbem. The Hanowe- 
rians encamped ſeperately on our Left in 
one Line likewiſe, ſtretching from Ermleg- 
hem to Ename Abbey. At the Abbey be- 
gan the Auſtrian Encampment extending to 
Dudenarde, and that of the Dutch from Ou- 

denarde to Melden. Being thus ſituated to 
| defend 


defend the Paſſage of the Scheld, our next 
Care was-to be conveniently ſupplied with 
Forage; for this Purpoſe, as our Magazines 
were at ſuch Diſtance from us as Ghent, the | 
Country furniſhed Waggons to the Number, | 
I think, of three per Battalion, and ſix or 
ſeven per Squadron. | 
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Our Inactivity here was Rom the W 


diſagreeable to the Duke of 4g, for which 
I can no more aſſign a Reaſon than for an 


other of his Meaſures; perhaps the immen 
Expence of the Waggons, Wood, and Straw, 


furniſhed the Troops at the Queen 8 Coſt, 


made him puſh to remove out of her Coun- 


try; perhaps a Deſire to enjoy the Sweets 


of Contribution in that of the Enemy's, 
in which he might benefit as well as his Mix 
treſs; perhaps even an Intention to ſeek the 
Enemy prompted his Inclination to march, 


where his own Troops could ſuffer ſo little, 
becauſe fo few, and the Brunt he had' born 
by thoſe under the Britiſh General; Mr. 
WW 
means change a Situation which ſecured his 
little Army, and particularly objected againſt 
ſeeking the Enemy, becauſe it is unreaſon- 
able to expect Succeſs againſt great Inequa- 
lity of Numbers, and becauſe the Dutch 
-and the Queen fell {6 much ſhort of their 
2 1 and had not are 9000 Troops 


2, on the other Hand, would by no 
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But tho' we were idle, the French were 
not ; from the Conqueſt of Menin, they pro- 
ceeded to the Siege of Tpres, and by one of 
thoſe whimſical Reverſes that Fortune de- 
lights in, on the Anniverſary of the Victory 
at Dettingen, ¶ June 27th.) we were inform- 
ed of the Loſs of that ſtrong and important 
Place, on the Day before, after ten Days 
open Trenches. 1 few Days afterwards 
brought Account of the Surrender of 
Fort Knock, and Furnes. As if the Gover- 
nours of theſe ſeveral. Fortreſſes, had conſpi- 
red to keep each other in Countenance, by 
ſhameful Defences. 

On the fifth of July three Regiments ; 
which his Majeſty had been pleaſed to 
ſend us from England, came to Ghent, (a 
fourth ſtaying to reinforce Offend.) Yet this 
did not avail ſo much to raiſe our drooping - 
Spirits, as did the Aſſurances then received 
that the States General, rouzed by the Pro- 
greſs of the French, and the Loſs of their 
Barrier, had ordered to march immediately to 
our Aſſiſtance, eleven Battalions and twenty 
two Squadrons, and the Garriſons to be 
drained of as many of the 20,000 formerly 
voted to aſſiſt the Queen, as cou'd be con- 
| veniently ſpared for the fame End. | 

On the Ninth we exprefled our | 
Satisfaction at Pr. Charls's Paſſage 1 g. 
of the Rhine by a Feu de Joi, and a few 
Days afterwards Major General Soubiron 


Was 
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| was detach'd from the Line with the Batta- 
lions of - Sowle, Bligh and Brag, and three 
2 Regiments, and encamped on the 
1675. Height of Keſſar above Oudenarde. 
They were replaced by the three new 
Reginzezits from England, and by the High- 
landers, who now firſt joined the Army from 
their Garriſon at O end. General Campbell 
likewiſe with the Detachment .before-menti- 
oned to have been ſent with him to Ghent, 
marched from thence and occupied a Camp L 
18, j near Merelebete. Our Army thus 
encreaſing, Councils of War 
were held, to find out Employment for it, 
in Conſequence of one of which, the Quar- 
ter Maſter General reconnoitred the Ground 
on our Side the Scheld to Tournay, but as no 
further Step was taken, we muſt ſuppoſe this 
Embrio Scheme, like _ others, ſmother- 
ed in the Birth. | 
The 23d was diſtinguiſh · d by e a 
Party of our Huffars attacking the 
Grand Guard of the French at Courtrai, kil- 
ling fifteen, -and bringing off ten Horſes 10 
the Captain commanding. 
About this Time Prince Charks' 8 ſurpei- 
ſing Succeſs in Aſace produced almoſt as 
great an Alteration of Affairs on our Scene of 
Action, as on his. It occaſioned the March 
of the King of France with 40, ooo of the 
Flower of their Troops, leaving Count Saxe 


to —_ our Army with one every way in- 
ferior, 
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ferior.. While the Enemy diminiſhed, we 
encreaſed, by the Dutch Succours, who join- 
ed the Camp daily. N otwithſtanding which, 
there were many who ſhowed no Joy at this 
ſeeming Turn of the Ballefice, doubting the 
Sincerity of a People, who, while they were 
ſending Troops to us, were ſending Ambaſ- 
ſadors to France, for about this Time Mr. 
Waſenaer made his ſecond Journey) and diſ- 
truſting the Inſtructions of ſuch Pacific 


_ Maſters. 


Count Saxe, tho' much inferiorin Number, 
never ceaſed to ſend Parties from behind the 
- Lys, to the very Borders of the Scheld, as 
— to obſerve our Motions, as to enforce 
the Payment of the Contribution by him de- 
manded from the interjacent Country. On 
a Rumour of the Approach of one of theſe 
Parties, the Picquets of our Infantry aſſem- 
bled on the 25th, at Gavre, under "mY 
General Ligonier, and two or three 
-marching a-croſs the River, made a little 
Tour without meeting any. This Example 
our unenterprizing General ſcorned to follow, 
and the whole Time we lay behind the 
Sabeld, no one Britiſh, or Hanover Party, 
once croſſed that River! The Huſſars indeed 
ſometimes made Excurſions, and defeated, on 
the twenty eighth, a Party of French, who 
had the Temerity to approach the Banks of 
"tap Scheld, Mares to Near Ename. 
E | Our 
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Our Army at laſt joined by moſt of the 
Troops expected, and Meſſengers upon Meſ- 
ſengers arriving from England, with Orders 

+ J0 29. to rouze our Teuer from Lethargy, 
and to ſtimulate them on to Action, 
the Quatter Maſters Generals crofſed the 
Seheld, on the twenty-ninth of Jul, to re- 
connnoitre Ground for an Encampment, and 
on the thirty-firſt, the whole Army followed 
in eight Columns, three of the Britiſb at 
Gaire, two of the Honoverians in Front of 
their Camp, one of the Auftrians at Ename 
Abbey, one of the Dutch thro' Oudenarde, 
and one near Berkbam; Over two of the 
Britiſh Bridges marched the two Lines of 
Infantry, and over the third, that in the 
iddle, marched the whole Cavalry, each 
Column followed by its own Baggage, and 
that of the Cavalry by the Artillery, and the 
Rear was brought up by the three egiments 
of Dragoons, encamped at Merelebeke, and 
all encamped in Order of Battle on the Plains 
of Hearne, with the head Quarters at Axrl- 
walle, to which the Right of the Cavalry join- 
ed. Next Day the Durch from 
dues . England ander Banter joined 
the Army. On the third of Auguſt, the . 
Army moved again by the Left, in two Co- 
lumns, whereof, the firſt compoſed of the firſt 
Line and its Baggage, marched thro' Over- 
tures made on the left Flank, and the ſe- 
ru of the ſecond Line, its Baggage, and 


Artillery, 
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Artillery, took the great Road of Oudenarde 
to Tournay, and encamped with the Right 
about Kerkhove, and the Left towards TELL 
chin, the head Quarters the Chateau of Rok- 
eghem near Efgebem. From thence on the 
fourth Day, the. Quarter Maſters Generals 
went to reconnoitre the Borders of the Lys, 
and the Neighbourhood of Courtras, and re- 
ported the Country too cloſe, and cut for 
encamping, and furniſhing too little Water; 
on which, Thoughts of marching directly 


tthither were laid halide, and a Council of 


War held on the fifth, in which it was re- 
ſolved, to march higher up, and attempt a 
Paſſage between Liſle and Menin, and fall 
down upon Count Saxe, between Menin and 
pres, on which Side, his —— Was entire- 
ly open, for it was only c coyered in Front b 
Courtrai and the Lys, and on the Right 920 
Rear by the Heule. In Conſequence. 0 this, 
we marched next Day by the Left, in three 
Columns, one of the Artillery and Baggage 
by the; Cauſeway of Tournay, and the other 
two by Roads, made by Pioneers in the 
Country, and encamped beyond Pont Eſpie- - 
res, with the head Quarters at Chateau la Bie. 
Next Day being the ſeventh, hearing chat” 
Count Saxt bad paſs d the Lys, and appre- 
hending his Intention to be, to prevent the 
Execution of our intended Enterprize, (where- - 
as he only deſigned to diſturb our Rear, or 
Baggage, in Caſe all had not paſs d Pont E/- 
"2 Pieres. J 


n 
pieres.) At two o' Clock, three Cannon 
fired, as a Signal to recall all Foragers and 
Straglers, and at Four the Army began to 
march in the ſame Manner, as the preceding 
Day, towards Tournay. During the Night, 
the firſt Column broke into the ſecond, by 
' which Accident, it did not arrive under the 
| Walls of Tournay till Two in the Afternoon 
| next Day, tho' the other arrived early in the 
. Morning, which Blunder, in the Captain of 
the Guides, might have been of fatal Conſe- 
quence had the Enemy been near, and as it 
was, occaſioned ſo great a Delay, and ſhows 
that too much Caution and Care cannot be 
taken, in chuſing proper Perſons for exerci- 


ſing that Function. | * 
The 8th the Army continued on their Arms 
till three in the Afternoon, when it marched 
again, the Right Wing by the Cauſeway from 
 Tournay to Lifſe, in two Columns, follow- - 
ed by the Artillery and Baggage, and arrived 
by Midnight, on the Borders of the Marque, 
where it encamped, and the Marchal quar- 
tered at Luchin; the Left Wing, having a 
ſhorter Way, continued their March directly 
_ over the Marque by Pont a Bouvine. The 
| Right Wing halted the Ninth, and paſſed 
the Marque on the next Day. 
| No every one's Expectation was raiſed, 
3 thinking the Time at laſt come, when ſome- 
| thing was to be done worthy the Army aſ- 
ſembled together, worthy the Cauſe en- 
| gaged 
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gaged in, and worthy the Nations that dele- 
gated us to fight their Battles. But, alas! 
the Paſſage of the Lys ſeemed no more to 
be thought on, and the concerted: Scheme to 
be laid aſide. As each of our Chiefs threw 
the Blame on the other, I ſhall leave it to 
their Maſters to decide and to puniſh, and 
can only remark, that we not only loſt the 
Opportunity of ruining the Army, but of 
taking Liſſe, even without Cannon as we 
were, ſince the Garriſon that conſiſted but of 
two Battalions of Militia, and one of Regular 
Troops, was too ſmall to furniſh even ne- 
ceſſary Guards for their Ports, and as a few 
Bombs and red hot Bullets muſt have raiſed 
the Burghers to force a Surrender. Saxe, 
who had drain'd the Garriſon to reinforce his 
Army, apprehenſive of an Attack, trembled 
at our Situation, and ſent a Detachment+ to 
ſtrengthen the Town, almoſt in Deſpair to 
be able to throw it in. But it entered on 
the Eleventh, without our endeavouring to 
obſtruct it. The Generals of the Left Wing 
aſcribed the Loſs of this Opportunity to the 
Halt of the Right - one Day behind the 
Marque: W---e, on the other hand, aſſerted 
he was ſtill ready to attack the Enemy, ac- 

cording to the Plan propoſed and agreed to, 
alledged the Probability of Succeſs from the 
Superiority of Numbers, and the Shame of 
continuing Inactive with ſo fine an Army. 


But now he was incapacitated to do any 
| thing, 
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Ang, but remonſtrate; tied down as he 
was by Orders, to make no Motion, to take 


und Step, without the Agreement, Conſent, 


and Conjunction of Aremberg. He, on the 
other hand, ſeemed to have carried his Point, 
was in the Enemy 's Country, and in a Con- 


dition to ſu 1765 * Army with Forage, and 


himſelf with Contribution. Permit me here 


to remove to the Cabinet, and bring Stateſ- 


men into the Queſtion, to enquire for what 


Reaſon the Army was unattended by heavy 


Artillery, to Profit on the Conſequence of 


any Battle by the Attack of Places, and maſ- 


tering of Countries, for, without that, a 
ViRory 'can be little deſirable, ſince attended 


only by an empty Glory and Deſtruction of 


Mankind, and deprived of thoſe Advan- 


tages for which it is ſought ; to enquire Why 


an Army was ſent to act in the Low Caun- 


Tries before it was ſettled who was to defray 
the Expence of Sieges, and, conſequently, 


whether they are not ſubject to blame who 


put the Nation to a certain monſtrous Ex- 


pence, without even the Chance of an Ad- 
vantage, as I have —_— ſaid, a meer Vic- 


tory is none. 


But, to return to our * of Anſtain, 


as it was called from the Head Quarters, 
it lay with the Right at Trin, the Cen- 


tre at St. Ghin, and the Left at Frettin. 


The Infantry of the Right Wing was en- 
Ou on a fine 9 Plain, and 
the 


. ' TI 
the Cavalry, next the Enemy, crouded into 
a Field not capable of containing half their 
Number if encamped regularly, with Woods 


in Front and Flank, from which (if Saar 


had had proper Intelligence) the Whole 
might have been ruined in any one Night, 
by 300 Foot. This Diſpoſition let me give 


as an Inſtance of the Abilities of our Quar- 
ter-Maſter-General, with an Aſſurance that 


it was worthy the reſt of his Performances. 


As we were now, for the firſt time, in the E-. 


nemies Countries the Soldiers (particularly the 
Hollandersand Hannovers) thinking themſelves 
at Liberty to Ravage at Pleaſure, laid the 


Neighbouring Country and Villages deſolate ; - 


but this, by a timely Severity, was put a 
Stop to. As, on our quitting the Scheld, no 
Care was taken for its Defence, nor for the 
Canal of Bruges, General Launy was detached 
on the Eleventh, with 1 50 Cavalry, for 
that Purpoſe. * ES 

The ſmall Town of Lanoi, at the Diſtance 


of one League and an half from us, be- 


tween us and Menin, and Count Saxe was 
taken Poſſeſſion of by our free Companies, 


which a Party from Courtray endeavour'd, in 


vain, to diſpaſſeſs. ; 

Thoughts of Buſineſs being laid aſide, A- 
muſement was reſolyed on, for which End 
the Army drew up in Order of Battle, on a 
Field marked in Front of the Camp, on the 


| Fifteenth, and the Generals in Chief rode a- 


long 


3 — 


On] loans the Lines. The Ap 


[ 4) E 
5 was indeed 
Magnificent, but ſerved only toencreaſetheCha- 
grin of the honeſt and the brave, that ſo fine 
Troops ſhould be employed to fo little Pur- 

poſe. They conſiſted, in the Whole, of 


1 = ſeventy-one Battalions, one hundred and "WY 


teen Squadrons, ſix Free Companies, and 
twelve Squadrons of Huffars ; of which 
e Lab Battalions, and twenty-nine 
_ Squadrons were Britiſh, thirteen Battalions, 
and thirty-one Squadrons Hanoverian; eight 
| Battalions, and ten Squadrons Auſtrian ; and 

. twenty-eight Battalions, and forty- four Squa- 
drons were Dutch. Having given the Sum 
of the Whole, let me deſcend to the Parti- 
8 culars of the Bri tiſh. Of which were, 


In the. Firſt Line, 
Howl o.. 
Stair babes. 
5 Bland 
Hine G 

, nee. 


X Bt ' g 99 62 
4 3G Fo Foot Guard, $6 
__ 


: | Royal 


( 4x ) 
—_ 
Bligh 3 
| Cholmondle Br, 
Brag © 
Sole 
Barrel 
Hue 
Skelton” 


. Poultney 


In the Second Line; 


Gray's 2 h 
Cope's . Dragoons. 
Rich's 9 , 


Honeywood's . 

Laune 11 | 
R * G. Howard 

| Campbell ( 

_ Fleming Br. 

Handafide i 

 Duroure © \ 
Onſlow \ „ 
Rothes Br. 

e Jolmſn 

MG. Baud 11 


Infantry. 


F | eras | Under 
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| Under M. Wade, Field Marſhal, and Ho- 
| newood, General 9 he Horſe. 

Ni 

The F irſ Ling of Cavalry was led by, 
I. Lt. G. Campbell 

3. M. G. Albemarle 5 

1. Br. Bland, and br. 
2. Br. Crawford. +. 
___ Firſt Line of Tally, 

2. L. G. Ligonier 

2. M. G. Wentworth 
M. G. Puulteney 
M. G. _ 
Br. Churchill” -- 
Br. Skelton, SIEM 


The Second Line of Cavalry by, 


The Suff WAS . of Brigadier Bland, 
Quarter-Maſter- General, and two Deputics. 
Col. Duroure, Adjut. General 

Dept. Adjut. General. 
Col. Geclage 8 8 2 Judge Advocate. 
Mr. Hume, Commiſſ. Gen. and one Deputy, 
0s. 88 * of the Guides. 
" 1 


(43) 
I hope it will not be thought impertinent, 
if I attempt a ſhort Sketch of ſome of the 
Characters in the foregoing Liſt, leaving that 
of the General in chief untouched, fince no 
new Action here has added new Merit, and 
ſince every one is very well acqualrited with 
What he had before. 2 
Of H — 4, I ſhall only fay, thee his 
Manners are more open than — but he 
poſſeſſes in a ſtronger Degree, the Virtues of 

the Heart, than thoſe of the Head; that his 
Bravery will never fail at the Head of a Squa- 
dron; but his Advice little enlighten a 
Council of War, or improve the Diſpoſition 


of a Battle. 


Of G 10. l noe not ſay 
mv: ſince Hd is ſo well known to the 
World, for all the amiable Qualities that en- 
dear the Man, and all tne brave ones that 
exalt the Soldier. I ſhould not do Juſtice to 
J ier, without declaring his Addreſs and 
Politeneſs, equal to his Ability, without de- 
claring that Choice made with Judgment, 
| which aſligned him the nim of 
the Infantry. 
H-, the laſt of ahi ſuperior Claſs of 
Generals, if not a good Soldier, ſtudies to 
be thought ſo, by his Severity of Manners, 
and Strictneſß of Diſcipline: yet it is a Queſ- 
tion, whether his Rigour proceeds from a 
Zeal for the Service; or a Southeſs of Tem- 
Perz from a Deſire 9 a Delight 


to 


4s 
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to blame, as there are thoſe, who think 
him better pleaſed, in finding thoſe beneath 


ham in Fault, than in doing their Duty, and 


his Cenſure. 
I can fay nothing of our M. Mb as 
none is old enough to have diſtinguiſh'd him 
ſelf laſt War, 2 none has had Opportuni- 
of doing it in this; looking on them 
erefore as Tyro's, as well as myſelf, who 
came abroad to learn, more than to com- 
mand; I leave it to the T ryal of ſome fu- 
ture Action, to call forth their Merit, and 
determine their Characters. | 
The Brigadiers fall within the fame Rule, | 
except L---q C---f--d, who has hunted after 
military Knowledge, in every Corner of Eu- 
rope, and wants but Occaſion to exerciſe in 
the Service of his Country, that e 
which he purchaſed with almoſt his Life. 
The Importance of his Function requires 
ſome Notice of the Q-----r M---r G-----1, 
who certainly merits all the Praiſe, that Zeal 
and good Intention can claim; but in a 
Q-----r Mr G=----1 Ability is a Quali- 
fication as requiſite as Honeſty. . A conſtant 
Hurry and Self- diffidence are Marks of one 
not cut out for Buſineſs, nor conſequently fit 
for this laborious, and weighty Employment. 
It was beſides, more his Misfortune than 
Blame, to have wanted Afſiſtants capable of - 
relieving his Caſe, and ſharing his Trouble, 
They — * not 2 C. D. —e to 3 
Place, 
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Place, his Manners and Situation do. Tho? 
the Ad- te'G —] might paſs un- 
obſerved, the Deputy F---d M----} muſt be 
mentioned; he muſt be mentioned as one, 
who, by the fawning Arts of his Country, 
had gained the Eat, and directed the Actions 
of W---, and exerciſed the Authority ariſing 
from this Influence with all the Inſolence 
of thoſe who. riſe into Office, from Dung- 
hills. The Hate of the Army he procured 
to himſelf, by his ungainly Manners, and 'to 
the M by his Advices. Let me leave 
it to the World, to judge what Expectations 
cou'd be entertained, from the Operations of 
an Army when all Councils were intruſted to, 
or framed by an Upſtart of chat very Nation, 
againſt which we were making War. To him 
may properly ſucceed, Co-] C. his Deputy, 


remarkable for his many Places, but ſtill more 


ſo, for his Merit in deterving chem. 

he reſt of the Staff, I ſhall forbear to 
ſpeak of, being in themſelves and Offices, 
too inconſiderabſe to merit the Reader's At- 
tention, or my Notice. But to return from 
this Digreſſion to journalize the Trifles, that 
occupied the Remainder of the Month. On 
the Nineteenth, a Colonel and 500 Men, 
from the Right Wing, reliev'd the free 
Companies in Lanoi, who went to take Poſ- 
ſeffion of Orcbies. On the twenty- fourth, a 
Party of 50 Hufſers, and 70 Infantry, defeat- 


ed a French Eſcort of 300 Cavalry, and 
22 brought 
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brovght off the commanding Officer, and 
13 Men killed, and 22 wounded, with the 
Loſs of one. On the 22d, 26th and 30th, 
the Right Wing foraged. on the Right oe, 
Life, about Croix Rubaixbe. 

At this Time, a Camp n neat 
Orchies, and Roads — for the March 


of the Army thither, but this half - begotten 


Scheme periſhed, like many others, before 
Execution; and a Dattchonent of 300 Men 
was ſent to reinforce Zauny's. Command, on 
the Canal of Bruges ; — this Body being 
{till infinitely too inconſiderable, to defend 
ſuch an Extent of Country, Count Saue made 
a proper Uſe of ſo fair an Occaſion, ſent a 
ſtrong Army, under Prince de Pons, which 
ealily forced a Paſſage over the Canal, pene- 
trated into the Country of Maes, and 
off an immenſe Quantity of Forage and 
Contribution; our Generals found themſelves 
' obliged to do what Reaſon might have told 
them, ſhould have been done at firſt, to de- 
tach eight Battalions, fourteen Squadrons, 
eight Pieces of Cannon, and eight Pontoons, 
— Chandos and Smitzaert Lt. Generals, 
and St. Clair Major General, on the Ninth of 
Auguſt, to clear that Country of the French, 
and ſecure it Againſt their Attempts for the 
future. 
: About this Time, a Spirit A mne 
5 read itſelf among the Men, nouriſhed by 
* of a new Regiment, in the French 


Service, 


* 
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Service, by the Paſſports furniſhed by them, 
for Conveyance to Britain, and by the ill- 
timed Lenity of the Marſhal; but one or two 
Examples of immediate Execution after Tri- 
al, put an effectual Stop to the whole. 
Forage on the Right being conſumed, we 
were obliged to have Recourſe to the Left of 
Liſle, and the TI of Hvelrn,  Wateg- 


mer, &c. 
We continued to ſhow the a Spirit of 


ing Parties to moleſt the Enemy, while they 
on the other hand, regardleſs of our Poſt at 
Landi, ap roached our very Camp, and on 
the Twelth, took forty of our Train Horſes, 
about half a Leaguc from our Camp, in a 
Field adjoyning the Cauſeway of Tournay at 
Bafiewu, where we had a Poſt. And on the 
Seventecnth, as we conftantly relieved the 
Guard at Lanoi, each 48 Hours, at a certain 
Time, they laid an Aibufh to intercept it. 
They poſted their Men in a thick 
an: one Side of the Road, and behind a 
on the other. Colonel R, who 
commanded our Party, receiv'd Notice of 
the Ambuſh, e'er he approached it, and ap- 
pointed a Subaltern, and thirty Men as an 
advanced Guard, to fire if attacked, and 
TR omiſed to come up and him, but 
had very unluckily pe e 
ot to go between on advanced, and main 
OT I RIG bur one Serjeant and 
| twelve 


Mecknefs here, as at Berleghem, never fend- 


| 
| 


— — 


y 48 ) 
twelve Men to beat the H edges on the 
Flanks. This Serjeant and his Com- 
mand, having gone on the Outſide of the 
Ambuſh, it lay undiſcovered, till it fired 
on the advanced Guard, which returned 
them - one Platoon. But the Chariot turn- 


ing back to fave. itſelf, broke the main Bo- 


dy entirely, and put it into abſolute Con- 
fuſion, by which means, the advanced Party 


Was all killed and taken. Reynolds rallied his 


Men as ſoon as poſſible, and by the Advice 
of his Officers, retreated about a Mile to 
the Church- Vard of Hemm, from whence 
he ſent to acquaint the Marſhal with what 
had paſs'd. The Marſhal thereupon, order- 
ed out the Picquet Guards, under. Sir 7 
Campbel, who came and marched with him 


to Landi, The Colonel was then blamed 
For not having more Men on Flank, for be- 
ing ſo negligent, as to ſuffer the Chariot to 


march where it did after notice of the 


Enemy's being on the Road, and for not 
purſuing immediately, as ſoon as he had ral- 


lied, and retaking the Priſoners, as he muſt 


be perſuaded the Enemy were inferior in 


Number, ſince, tho' acquainted with his 


Strength, and appriſed of the Confuſion he 
was in, they did not chuſe to purſue him; 
but as an He into this Affair, n 


Lig 


the 20 ſo aches ſhall I, and the: ras 


ther as he is one who has often given ſignal 


Proots of his being a good Officer, Stung 


(a) 


with theſe little Affronts, we, at laſt, ſent 
out two. Patties of 400 each, commanded 
by Lieutenant Col. Chemwoad we Lord Robert 
ertie, to beat the Woods and the Haunts of 
theſe Partiſans who moleſted us, but - both 
returned, after a Night's Abſence, empty 
handed. It were endleſs to particularize e- 
very Foraging we were troubled with, they 
multiplied to ſuch a Number as brought us 
to ic Ridicule on the Stage of Liſte, =: 
a Piece entitled, Harlequin Fourageur. No- . 
thing Material ever occurred in them, except 
on the Twentieth, when the Generals of the 
covering Party, Coenders, Sandevell, and 
Elias neglected to poſt the Chain to cover 
1 8 . the Villa 2 aſſigned to the Bri- 
alry, notwi ſanding poſitive and 
tn e for that Purpoſe; for which, 
the two latter were put in Arreſt, the rſt 
having excuſed himſelf, by alledging Orders 
given to the others. The Diſtance became 
2 laſt ſo great, and the Loſs of Horſes fo 
equent, by falling into the Enemy's Hands, 
d by having their Backs ruined with the 
Rane, that Forage wou'd have coſt leſs 
if paid for; it was at laſt reſolved, to quit 
the Chatelenie of Liſle, and repaſs the 
Marque.” 3 
Accordingly on the twenty- eighth the Ar- 
tillery and heavy Baggage marched through 
Pont a Treſſm and drew up on the Plain be- 


tween Sin and Bos, covered by two Britiſh 
Battalions 


- - 
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? Battalions and one Hanoverian, Next Day 
the Army followed and marched to. the 
Camp at Trocorne, the. Baggage moving by 
the Cauſeway came to Camp likewiſe, and 
the Rear Guard commanded 'by Lt. G. Non, 
M. G. On/low and Br, Churcbil, and con- 
ſiſting of the Grenadiers and His ghlanders, 
broke the Bridges and took up the. Pon- 
toons without any Moleſtation from the E- 
nemy, who appeared at a Di ſtance on our 
old Ground. A hundred Men of the. Party 
of Lanoi poſted by F--I--y_ in a Farm near 
Blondain to cover the March of the Cavalr ry, 
and ordered to remain till further Orders, 
were taken by the Enemy, as theſe further 
Orders were neglected to e ſent chem. Ge- 
neral Iton Faſſed that Party, and took it ſo 
much amiſs that another General ſhould 
pou me to give Orders where it was his 
rovince as commanding the Rear Guard, 

9 he would not bring them off with 

m. 

The Evening before the March from 
Anftin, the Marſhal received a certain and 
exact Account of the March of a French 
Party, headed by Count Saxe, and of their 
Poſition at Pont Efprers, with a View, no 

doubt, to diſturb our Rear in the intended 
Paſſage of the Scheld. A Copy of this Ac- 
count he ſent immediately to A 


but he, fluſtered with his uſual Dinner Cup, 


put the Letter under his — and forgot 
to 


5 ( 3 
to open it. Tho! this occaſioned a Delay and 
Lof of -a Night, yet it might have been re- 
paired, by making proper uſe of the next 
Bay. But then, inſtead of continuing to 
march, Wan I have good Authority for 
ſaying, Count N then at Tournay, agreed 
to join in with his Troops) we halted all 
that Day, and a Council of War was re- 
ſolved to 5 held next Day, to reſolve whe- 
ther they ſhould attack the Day afterwards. 
Fer the Council of War fat, the oth, 
Quarter. Maſter General of the Au- 7 
fertans and Dutch, eſcorted by ſome Huſſars, 
fell in with the Grand Guard of the French 
and put it to the Route; their Army on this 
the Alarm, and thinking ours (which 

they did not know: was ſo near) was approach- 
ing, K in the greateſt Confuſion, leav- 
ing 25 Pieces of Cannon which they did not 
ſend back for till the Evening. All this Day 
we were buſied in laying 8 over the 
Scheld for the Paſſage of the Army, but the 
Council of War having magnanimouſly re- 
ſolved to ſeek the Enemy next Morning, Diſ- 

itions were made for that Purpoſe (altho* 
every Body knew they were gone.) The ad- 
vance Guard was formed of the Grenadiers 
of the whole Army, which marched in four 
Columns, and thoſe of the right Wing were 
joined by the Highland Regiment, and. were 
commanded- by Ligonier, Wentworth, and 
* The Infantry followed next, mov- 
| G 2 9 ing 
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ing Kom the Right, each Line making a 2 


Column, and the Rear was brought u y 
the Cavalry. In this Order Pont E 1 eres 
was paſſed, and the Army encamp 
the Head Quarters at the Chateau of of 
ham. The Baggage was ſent over the Scheld 
with Orders to move down and keep up Pace 
with the Army; ſo it drew, up under 2 
Ecluſe, oppoſite to Avelghom. . 

Ottober 2d, and 3d, beth } halted, © ©, 
. The Arm marched ert ns 
Lam. and the Baggage to Qudenars 
f 64h. » The Army marched to Feyfin, ind 

the Baggage paſſing thro O Oudenarde, 
joined its March and came to Camp. 

On the 7th 600 Men under Col. "Fleming, 
and the Farls of Panmure and 8 
marched with the 1 — Maſter General to 
Deynſe and poſſeſſed the Town while a y or 
was marked facing the Lys: Next Day fo 
Battalions were ordered to relieve, the Day 
following, the 600 ; but on ſtrong Rep wg 

an advancing, Party of French, to attack 

| Dope the Picquets. marched under Ge- 
neral Zaſtrom and reinforced that Town, till 

relieved next Morning by the tour E lions 

| ynder M. G. Arioſi. 

During this General's Cad at Daf 
he was ſiezed with a Pannic on the Rumour 
of the Approach of a French Sol -and 

burnt a Bridge over a Ditch beyond the Lys, 


to * their coming to him, when about 
30 


ig) 

6 Ta from the Bridge a Battalion might 

e paſſed over the ſame Ditch a-breaſt. 
"The Country being extremly cut and cloſe 
near Doge; on the Report of their Quarter 
Maſters Generals, the Dutch and Auſtrians 
did not chuſe to march thither, but on the 
thirteenth went towards Gbent, and en- 
cCamped between the Ee and the Scheld, 
having 15 right Wing between chem and 


the 


Next Day the right Wing tabs * 1475. 
ed in four Columns, each compoſed 
of the ſeveral Lines of Cavalry and Infantry, 
and their reſpectiye Baggages, and encamp- 
EF near” Pe e, where was the Head Qus - 
ters. | 
On the Shrenth « Ober, being the Day | 
| following, it croſſed the Lys in four Co- 
lumns, one compoled' of the Highlanders, 
Guards, and — Regiments of Infantry 
that covered Deynſ?, — paſſed - thro” that 
_y, a ſecon of the Caval ry paſſed on a 
of Pontoons at Na; a third of 
Bine of Peurlbo; and a fourth of the 
Aller Re Baggage, took the great Cauſe- 
way to Ghent, and palſedt dure it to the 

= at Drongen.- . 

e Night preceeding this Muck, began 

"i 1 Storm ef Rain and Wind, | 

continuing with great Violence, the ! Mes. 

- ſhal, to find proper Covering for the Men, 

thought proper to- "IO them 1 Winter 
Quarters, 


— — » wo + 
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Quarters; and on the 17th marched the Horſe 

and Horſe Guards to Brufſek. 1, 
On the 18th the Dragoons to Ghent. Th 

e of the Garri- 

ſon to Ghent and an Hae: of that deſtined 


for Bruges with Capes s Regiment, of, Dra- 


goon to the Town., 

On the; 20th the Remainder of the Gar- 
— — of Bruges left the Camp, and the, Mar- 
ſhal and Guards came into Ghent. The 
Dutch made heavy Complaints of our pre- 
cipitate Separation, that we had left thęrn i in 
the Field expoſed to the Enemy; but it was 
a Meaſure rendered neceſfary by the Extre- 
mity of the Weather, which obliged them 


to follow 1 our Example. 


#52 "A 
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Thus . this 8 Campaign, to 
the Satisfaction of none abroad, and 1 fear 
to the Satisfaction of few gt home; which 
added no Laurels to the Brows of the Ge- 
nerals who. commanded, and produced. the 


Fall of the Miniſter who deckel it. A 


Campaign „the Inaction of which, it is ; hoped, 
will not be attended . with the Ruin of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and the Loſs of the 
Liberties of Europe, and of Britain; and 
which furniſhes a melancholy Proof of this 
s ruth, that in the Multitude of Leaders 
t = * * and d Danger. e 


